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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL 
 
Atrie Pitamber, Ivana Chan, Landrie Carrothers, Sangavi Niruban, 
Carl Cook, Vivian Tran, Arjun Bharathan, Pavan Patel, Christopher 
Delios, Shaya Shariati, Adam Borovilos, Julianna Zhu, Clarisse Lin, 
Ashmita Ramanan, Nikola Ristevski, Akilini Jegatheeswaran, 
Terence Ngai, Isabella Drummond, Isabel Messira, Hermes Chan, 
Emily Jong, Andrew Shum, Bryan Zhen, Quentin Seth Mui, Jenny 
Yang, Ryan Saimouah, Dia Pascual, Adetayo Adedokun, Samantha 
Louise Bernardino 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 
IMPORTANT DAYS IN APRIL 
 
April 8-16. Passover. 
April 10. Good Friday. On-line lessons take place as scheduled. 
April 12. Easter Sunday. On-line lessons take place as scheduled. 
April 13. Easter Monday. On-line lessons take place as scheduled. 
April 19. Easter Sunday (Orthodox). 
 
NEWS 
 
THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC ACADEMY HAS 
TEMPORARILY MIGRATED ONLINE 
 
As of March 23, 2020, the International Music Academy has 
temporarily migrated all programmes and services online. Music 
teachers are very excited about the opportunity to continue 
bringing music, joy and happiness in children's lives. Purchases of 
books, instruments and accessories can be made by phone 
during our regular business hours and will be available for a 
curbside pick-up on the same day. Technical support for online 
lessons will also be available during regular business hours by 
phone and by chat through our online platform. 

Music becomes very important especially now when children 
need emotional outlet and art activities to support their social 
adjustment and well-being. Parents have an essential role for 
allowing their children to learn online from their music teachers 
and to continue playing their instruments and singing. The 

positive impact of music will be felt way beyond children's 
delight and parents' support is now more important than ever. 

In-person programs and services will resume as soon as possible. 

We thank our Teachers, Parents, Students and Members of Staff 
for their continued support! 

GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano 
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA 
will be free.  Call our Office or e-mail 
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information. 
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive 
price, with a free tuning and delivery. 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and 
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs 
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new 
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please 
tell your friends about your experience with the International 
Music Academy.  
 
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands 
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager 
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who 
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical 
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell 
them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit 
for each new student who registers at the International Music 
Academy as a result of your referral.  
 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 
 

The IMA offers personalized Gift 
Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift 
or for any other occasions as 
well as to encourage someone 
to start learning a musical 
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instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or 
services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are 
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as 
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests 
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in 
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is 
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value 
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited 
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any 
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the 
accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International 
Music Academy. 
 
COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN APRIL 
 
01/04/1873  Rachmaninoff born  
01/04/1917  Scott Joplin died   
03/04/1897  Brahms died  
06/04/1971  Stravinsky died  
08/04/1848  Donizetti died  
14/04/1759  Handel died  
18/04/1936  Respighi died   
27/04/1891  Prokofiev born  
27/04/1915  Scriabin died  
27/04/1992  Messiaen died 
 

 
Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the 
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 
 
 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
 

Lili Imastounian, D.Mus., B.F.A.   
Piano Studies, Music Theory 
 

Mrs. Imastounian has earned a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (with Honours) from York 
University (Toronto), along with a 
Diploma in Musicology, a Diploma in 
Piano Pedagogy, and a Diploma in Piano 
Performance. She brings to the 
International Music Academy over 25 
years of valuable experience teaching 
piano and theory to students of all ages 
and levels. Mrs. Imastounian has been 

 

on the Faculty of New Conservatory of Music, Federal 
Conservatory of Music, Scarborough Parks and Recreation, and 
School for Music and Art. In addition to a great passion for 
teaching music she also has a passion for languages; she 
speaks fluently English, French, Russian, Armenian, and Arabic. 
During the past almost three decades, Mrs. Imastounian has 
prepared over 1,000 students for various competitions, 
recitals, concerts, and examinations. Mrs. Imastounian is a 
registered teacher with the Royal Conservatory of Music. 

 
Ms. Imastounian was happy to answer a few questions for our 
students and parents:  
 
1. What do you like most about teaching? One of the guiding 
principles for me as a music educator is Japanese violinist and 
music educator Shin'ichi Suzuki's statement: "Teaching music is 
not my main purpose. I want to make good citizens. If children 
hear fine music from the day of their birth and learn to play it, 
they develop sensitivity, discipline and endurance. They get a 
beautiful heart." Suzuki believed that creating the right 
environment for learning music would also help foster 
character. Various teaching methods themselves do not create 
a music educator. As a music educator, in addition to teaching, 
I try to create a world of musical experiences and foster 
musicianship in students, in order to create love and 
appreciation of music. Teaching music requires patience, 
perseverance and determination, combined with a genuine 
interest in the uniqueness of each student. Teaching music is a 
rewarding journey through life.  
 
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? Each 
student has a variety of strengths and weaknesses; therefore, 
teaching methods should adjust to the learning style and 
personality of the student, As a teacher, I strive to facilitate the 
learning process and make it more efficient, assisting students 
in building a strong foundation and developing different areas 
of skill development. Through music study, students learn the 
value of sustained efforts, in order to achieve excellence. As a 
teacher, my task is to provide students with appropriate 
practical goals, assisting them with suggestions for the most 
effective ways to practice a new composition, identifying 
interesting musical features, isolating different challenges, and 
selecting appropriate practice strategies. In addition, dividing 
the piece into more manageable and smaller sections makes 
practicing easier. It is also important to relate basic theoretical 
concepts to repertoire study. Practicing could sometimes lead 
to automatic and mindless repetition; therefore, a creative 
approach is necessary when organizing students' learning 
stages.  
 
3. What roles does performance play in student’s 
development? Performance is a very important part of 
students' development. Students are encouraged to  
participate in a variety of performance opportunities. 
Performance creates a stimulus for achieving excellence. It 
provides students with concrete rewards of hard work and a 
feeling of accomplishment. Performance requires in advance 
mental and motional preparation. Memorization is also an 
important part of performance preparation. As a music 



educator, I strive to support students in the process of 
performance preparation, with the goal of obtaining a 
technically secure and expressive performance. Among the 
many benefits of performance are the development of 
students' commitment and discipline, perseverance and 
determination, confidence and self-esteem.  
 
4. Who are your favourite composers? My favourite 
composers are J.S. Bach, one of the main composers of the 
baroque period, G. Verdi, the Italian romantic composer, and 
the German composer R. Wagner. Bach's role in music is 
uncontested; the musical and pedagogical value of his works is 
invaluable. Verdi transformed the Italian opera and Wagner 
greatly influenced the development of classical music and 
transformed operatic thought.  
 
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a 
recording) you purchased for yourself? I have bought one of 
the recordings of Korean Grammy award winning, lyric 
coloratura soprano Sumi Jo, who is one of my favourite opera 
singers. Her voice has been praised for its remarkable agility 
and flexibility, and it has been claimed as "a voice from above" 
by Maestro Herbert von Karajan. Apart from her famous 
interpretations of opera arias, she has also performed for the 
movie soundtracks of "Eat, Pray, Love" and "The Ninth Gate."  

 
 

FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH  
 

Lucia Alfonso 
 
What instrument do you play? –  I 
play the piano. 
 
How long have you taken lessons? – 
It has been about 2 years now. 
 

Who are your favourite musical artists? –  I don't really have a 
favorite, I like different genres. 
 
What are your other hobbies, besides music? – I enjoy reading 
and gymnastics.  
 
Favourite food? – Anything at Cora. 
 
What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months? – I learnt how to play the theme from 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake. 
 
Do you have any performance coming up? – Nothing for now, 
just learning and practicing. 
 
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of 
yourself (or your child) together with the answers of the 
questions above. The deadline for submissions is the 15th of 
every month. We will feature you in one of the next issues of the 
newsletter. 

FEATURED ARTICLE 
 

 
Covid-19 school closures ‘devastating’ for 
students who rely on music classes 'to get 

them through the school day’ 
 

By Valerie Strauss | April 26, 2020 
 
Some subjects seem more easily translatable to online lessons 
than others, but for one group of students — budding musicians 
who depend on their schools for instruments, mentorship and 
training in ensembles — the closure of schools because of 
coronavirus has been especially difficult. 
 

 
 
That’s the subject of this post by Sarah Robinson, a former public 
school music educator who is the strategic partnership 
coordinator of the Grammy Music Education Coalition for Music 
Makes Us at Metro Nashville Public Schools. 
 
This appeared on the website of the Hechinger Report, a 
nonprofit, independent news organization focused on inequality 
and innovation in education. I was given permission to publish it. 
 
Every few days, I get a calendar notification reminding me of a 
musical event no longer happening for students in Metro 
Nashville Public Schools in Tennessee. As I dismiss each 
notification, feelings of frustration and disappointment hit me 
like a one-two punch. 
 
For a moment, I picture myself in an alternate universe and 
think, today is the day the chamber choir is performing as part of 
the Mayor’s address — or the ukulele donation is getting 
delivered to the elementary school, or the guest artist-in-
residence is arriving at the middle school rock band classroom. 
 
In reality, I am sitting behind a computer at home like most of us, 
trying to make the best of a bad situation while I process the 



implications of this pandemic on the musical life of our school 
district. 
 
Lingering events on my schedule are a drop in the bucket 
compared to what our students are missing — physically, 
psychologically and emotionally — each day they are not in 
school: Spring concerts and musicals, field trips, rehearsals and 
lessons, all meticulously and thoughtfully arranged by music 
teachers in Nashville and across the country. 
 
It’s especially devastating to think about students who rely on 
music classes to get them through the school day. Or the 
students who could easily fall through the cracks without the 
safe spaces they’ve found in band, choir or orchestra. 
 
It’s no secret that the coronavirus is magnifying equity issues in 
public education, and music education is no exception. Students 
who depend on school music programs to access instruments, 
ensemble training and mentorship are missing out right now — 
particularly if they have barriers at home preventing them from 
fully participating in distance-learning. And some students don’t 
have music programs in their schools at all. 
 
A global health crisis isn’t going to help close any of those gaps. 
The pandemic hasn’t made life easier for anyone, especially 
those who are already vulnerable, facing food insecurity and 
unemployment or who have access to fewer educational 
opportunities in the first place. 
 
It’s a heavy time for adults and students alike. “If I didn’t get to 
make music in school, I would probably be really depressed, 
because music is a really big part of my everyday life,” Jatayvia 
Kirby, a senior in Mary Bond’s choir program at Antioch High 
School in Nashville, recently shared in a video to her teacher. “So 
if I didn’t have a time-slot in the day where I could just work on 
music, then I don’t think I would be okay.” 
 
There is no replacement for being together and making music. 
Her words and the fact that thousands of students like her are 
going without the life-changing power of music in school right 
now is weighing on all of us in music education. All the cutting-
edge apps, video lessons and recording platforms in the world 
are not going to change this, even though these tools and 
technologies can be engaging and useful. It’s just that teachers 
know there is no substitute for the real thing. 
 
If my experience in the classroom has taught me anything, 
though, it’s that kids are both resilient and really good at 
connecting through technology. While teachers can’t re-create 
the magic of live rehearsals and performances, they will continue 
to adapt — bringing students together with virtual orchestras, 
digital recording projects and live social media lessons. They 
know that the key to maximizing these tools, and the one thing 
that will keep the musical momentum going in these 
unprecedented times, is relationships. 
 
Connecting with students, and maintaining a sense of musical 
community, is everything during this time. That’s why the wisest 
teachers among us are encouraging colleagues to keep it simple. 

Don’t be overwhelmed by the onslaught of resources. What truly 
matters is making that personal connection, whether it’s through 
video-chats, texts or just good old-fashioned phone calls. 
 
I’ve heard from teachers that virtual private lesson time is the 
highlight of the week for their students. I’ve heard from parents 
that chatting with peers and teachers from music class is the 
highlight of the day for their children. Music teachers are 
facilitating those connections every day, and the number one 
refrain among students is: “I miss school.” 
 
When schools closed in March, band director Sammi Reid quickly 
realized that her students in the Litton Middle School Band in 
East Nashville wouldn’t get their long-awaited chance to 
participate in Concert Performance Assessments, so she shared a 
special video message: “Band is about learning how to make 
beautiful music, expressing our emotions, connecting with 
people and having a good time. I’m so proud of you and all the 
hard work you put in, and all the challenges you overcame on 
this journey to performance assessment, even if we don’t get to 
go to that one big performance.” 
 
The journey will continue when schools across the country 
reopen. Until then, special video messages and the countless 
connections teachers make with students will serve as 
guideposts along the way. 
 
Music teachers are community builders. They are masters of 
creating opportunities for expression. Music teachers will 
continue to craft those special touch-points as they see their 
students to the other side of this crisis. It’s going to be less about 
the mechanics of music — the intonation, balance and blend — 
and more about the joy, hope and connectedness that music 
brings to kids’ lives. 
 
As for Jatayvia Kirby, she’s doing just fine. Her choir teacher 
checks in with her twice a week during virtual rehearsals. 
 
More than systems, resources and technology, it’s all about 
relationships. 
 
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the 
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on 
Twitter. 



 
 

 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beuatiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

April 15, 2020 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


